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Tim Ellis - Festival Artistic Director  

Imagination 

The theme of this year’s Festival is imagination, so we really want to make 
our art form as unlimited as your imagination can conceive . 

Try to take your audience on a journey beyond their imaginations into 
worlds where anything is possible, and everyone is welcome.  

To do this, think outside the box. Look at what everyone else is doing in 
magic and say no. I’m going to try something different this year.  

Explore your dreams. Bring your fantasy show into reality. Take risks. 

Join us at ‘Magicians At Work’ in February to brainstorm your ideas with 
us and allow our hive mind to help your creativity soar. 

We already have one Australian World Champion of Magic. 

Are you the next? 

 

 

No one should feel unsafe while taking part in MMF. We are committed to 
providing an environment that is free from all forms of discrimination, 
harassment, sexual harassment, bullying and victimisation.  

www.MelbourneMagicFestival.com June 26 to July 8, 2023 

Accessible Shows 

Audio Description enhances the live 

theatre experience for people who are blind 

or have low vision. Through the use of a 

small radio receiver and a free, easy-to-use 

headset, audiences can listen to a 

description of the visual aspects of the 

performance during appropriate breaks in 

the dialogue.  

Relaxed Performances are designed to 

create a safe and welcoming environment 

for patrons with learning difficulties and/or 

sensory and communication challenges. 

There is a relaxed attitude to noise and 

movement, often small changes are made to 

the lighting and sound effects, and audience 

members can be invited to enter and exit the 

venue throughout the show.  

Auslan Interpreting – The term Auslan is 

an acronym of “Australian Sign Language” 

and is the language of the Australian Deaf 

community.  



ASSEMBLE YOUR TEAM 

 

Director  
If possible, get someone in to help you create the show as an “outside 

eye”, then have them watch each rehearsal and give notes. This is 

invaluable and will really improve your show quickly. They can assist you 

in creating and shaping your show and bringing your vision to reality. (At 

the very least, review a video tape after each performance and make 

your own notes.)  

 

Technician   
The Houdini & Cardini venues come complete with someone to operate 

your lights and/or sound. However, if your show has a lot of complicated 

cues, it may be wise to provide someone to sit with the technician and 

“call” the show.   

 

Video Operator   

Consider placing a static video camera on a tripod to record each of your 

shows or, better still, have a friend sit with the camera and film your 

show. If you prefer, you are welcome to hire a professional to film your 

show.   

PLEASE NOTE: You MUST notify the MMF of any type of filming in 

writing at least 24 hours prior. If the public see cameras with no 

explanation, they will assume its ok for them to film too.   

 

Stage hands   

Even if you don’t have a lot of props, it’s always good to have at least one 

other person to assist with your bump in and bump out, to help you 

backstage during the show, to open and close curtains, to place sensitive 

props on stage, to gather last minute items or to deal with technical 

emergencies that might occur during the show. Please make sure you 

have enough stage hands organised well in advance of your show dates.  

DO NOT ask MMF Volunteer Staff to assist you in any way during your 

show or during your show set up or bump out.    

 

Other Creatives  

If you want to make you show really stand out, consider additional 

performers, choreographer, costume designer, set designer, lighting 

designer, music composer, or a script writer.   

SPREAD 
THE WORD 

 

Promoters   

These are the most important 
helpers of all. They will spread 
the word about your show in 
many ways including: 
contacting the media, handing 
out flyers, putting up posters 
(in legal areas only, please), 
distributing stacks of flyers to 
cafes, restaurants, gyms etc 
and approaching schools, 
social and sporting clubs to 
encourage group bookings. 
You may wish to team with a 
charity and donate a 
percentage of ticket sales in 
return for them promoting your 
show through their networks.  

 

Marketing Gurus  

Once your show is set, you 
need to tell everyone about it. 
Consider adding to your team 
a publicist, graphic designer, 
press release writer, social 
media influencer, or a VIP 
Guest co-ordinator for your 

opening night.  



APRA 
The Australian Performing 

Right Association.  

They represent over 

111,000 members who 

are songwriters, 

composers and music 

publishers. They license 

organisations to play, 

perform, copy, record or 

make available their 

music, and then distribute 

the royalties to their 

members, and to 

international affiliate 

societies who then pay 

their members.  

Your show will be 

licensed by OneMusic 

Australia under a Special 

Purpose Featured Music 

Event, a type of ‘Event 

license’. Contact 

OneMusic Australia and 

they will determine your 

APRA and PPCA 

(Phonographic 

Performance Company of 

Australia) fees at the 

same time. 

If you use any music in 

your show you most 

likely need a license.  

EXCEPTIONS 

The only exceptions are: 

If you are using original 

music written specifically 

for your show, or you are 

using copyright free 

music. (Even then, it’s 

best to double check that 

it really is copyright free!). 

APRA FAQS 

Click Here 

MUSIC USE 
For the last 13 years The Melbourne Magic Festival has done what no 

other Festival has done and paid the APRA license fees for all producers 

and performers at the Festival. 

Unfortunately, this process has become too time consuming for our very 

small volunteer staff. We request that you look after your own Music 

Licensing for your show, just as you would do in the Melbourne Comedy 

Festival, Adelaide Fringe etc. 

To do this, go to https://onemusic.com.au/licences/events/ and download 

the Information Guide, then complete the Application Form. 

When you fill out your MMF Application Form, you will be asked to provide 

your Music License. 

If you have any questions relating to APRA, OneMusic Australia or the use of 

music in your show, please contact our MMF APRA Liaison Peter Nguyen 

peter.nguyen.magic@gmail.com   

The Quizzical Mr Jeff - Winner Best Children’s Show (2021)  Yong Tian. Asian Fusion Magic Show (2014) 

https://www.apraamcos.com.au/music-licences/how-music-licensing-works
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/events/


Public 
Liability 

Insurance 

Public Liability Insurance 
can help protect you if 
you’re found to be legally 
responsible for personal 
injury of others or 
property damage during 
the running of your show.  

You MUST have your 
own public liability cover 
in order to perform at The 
Melbourne Magic 
Festival. You are 
welcome to use any 
insurance company you 
choose, but we 
recommend getting year-
round coverage with 
Duck for Cover, 
Entertainers Group Inc. 

Public Liability Insurance 
does not cover you (or 
your cast) for injuries 
during rehearsals or 
performance, for 
cancelled performances, 
loss of income, damage 
to equipment for 
example. It’s purely to 
cover the public during 
your event.  

There are other types of 
insurance which cover 
these aspects (things like 
Personal Accident Cover, 
Performing Equipment 
Cover, Professional 
Indemnity Cover). These 
can often be bought as a 
package or as add ons to 
your policy.  

 

www.duckforcover.com.au 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
COUNTRY 
An Acknowledgement of Country is significant protocol for First Nations 

people. It is a way for everyone to practice cultural awareness and 

respect for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and their 

ongoing practice of culture and connection to country.  

It’s important to consider how you’ll make an Acknowledgement of 

Country at your show, so here is a useful resource to help you out. 

Check out this website from Common Ground for more information, 

including some great example Acknowledgements of Country you can use 

as a starting point.  

 

Preview Shows 
One of the best ways to test your ideas is to perform a test run in front of 

a supportive audience. You may have a small part of your show that you 

can workshop at an AIM Magicians at Works session, or perform on a 

Magicians At Work Show. You may prefer to rent a small space and run 

an invitation only preview show a few weeks before the Festival.  

The main thing is that you’re not trying this out for the very first time on 

opening night.  

 

Awards 
This year there are four awards presented by The Melbourne Magic 
Festival   
  
Best Children’s Show – All shows in the category ‘Children’s Show’ are 
automatically in the running for this award. Our Jury Members will watch 
each show and their results will be tallied.   

  
Best Newcomer – This award is for first time producers at the MMF 
2023.  

  
Ron Dorre Video Award – Please submit your promotional video to 
Tim@MelbourneMagicFestival.com for consideration for this award.   

  
Director’s Choice – Every show in the festival is in the running for this 
award.   

 

  

https://www.duckforcover.com.au/html/
https://www.duckforcover.com.au/html/
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/contact-us/welcome_acknowledgement-country
https://www.commonground.org.au/learn/acknowledgement-of-country


Frequently Asked Questions 
  
CAN I USE FIRE OR SMOKE IN THE HUB VENUES?  
Use of fire or smoke in the Hub is not allowed. 

 
DO I HAVE TO ATTEND THE HUB PRODUCTION MEETING?  
Leading up to the festival there will be one production meeting at the Hub. This will be about the venues and your 

technical requirements. It will be well worth putting the time aside to attend.  

CAN I HAVE UNDER 18 CAST & CREW?  
Absolutely! But any performers or crew in any shows under 18 years of age, must have completed and submitted an 

MMF UNDER 18 FORM  

WHERE DO I GO WHEN I ARRIVE AT THE HUB?  
Any performers or crew arriving in the Hub for the first time MUST check in with the MMF Front of House Supervisor in 

Magic Central before going to their venue or bringing any props into the building. No exceptions!  

IS THERE ANY PROP STORAGE AREA IN THE HUB?   
There is limited space at the hub for storage of props. Do not leave valuables at the hub overnight. Once your 
season is over you must bump your equipment and costumes out ASAP as we will be billed penalty rates if we don’t 
leave the venue in perfect condition and on time on the last day. If your show involves large items these must be 
explained in detail on the application form so that we can ensure every show has enough space.   
  
WHO DO I TALK TO AT THE HUB?   
There will be an MMF Front of House Supervisor on site at the Hub at all times. This is who you go to ask any 

questions. Do not ask Arrow staff as it is not their problem.    

I FOUND A POTENTIAL SPONSOR! WHAT NOW?  
If you have someone in mind who you think would like to sponsor your show or the MMF as a whole, you should 

contact Tim Ellis directly for assistance in preparing an effective sponsorship document.    

IS THERE A DRESSING ROOM ETIQUETTE? 
Please try to keep these areas clean at all times. Fish and chips or pizza are not to be eaten in the dressing rooms at 
any times (due to the lingering smell). Do NOT spread your gear further than you need to. Be considerate that it is a 
shared space others need to use as well. Nobody is to be admitted into the dressing room or backstage area 
without a Producers Pass. Not even to take selfies after the show.   
  
DO I HAVE TO TEST & TAG MY GEAR?  
All electrical equipment being brought into the Hub for MMF must be tested and tagged. Tagging can be arranged for a 

small fee.    

WHERE CAN I PUT MY POSTERS UP?   
No posters or signs are to be put up in the Hub by anyone other than the MMF staff.  

CAN I USE THAT TABLE IN MY SHOW? 
No hub furniture is to be removed and used as props in shows without clearing it first with MMF Front of House Staff.    

WHAT DO I DO IN MY TECH RUN? 
When you book a space in the Hub, you will also be allocated a ‘Tech Run’. This is not to rehearse your performance, 

or bump in. We assume your show is already fully rehearsed and ready to perform. We also assume you will bump in 

your props, park your car and settle in long before your scheduled Tech Run. This is time for you to set your props in 

the space, and go through lighting, audio and/or video cues with your technical staff. If you decide not to have a tech 

run or for some reason cannot attend your scheduled tech run, please contact your technician and inform the MMF 

leadership at least 24 hours ahead of time as a courtesy.    

WHERE CAN I PARK? 
Arrow have kindly offered to reduce the $25 a day rate to just $15 for MMF Producers only. Please contact the MMF 

Front of House Supervisor to arrange this discount.  



MMF 
Partners 

Arrow on Swanston: 
Kylee Lowden 

The Butterfly Club: 
Alexander Woollard 

The Laneway Theatre: 
Tim Ellis 

The Magic School of 
Confidence: Anthony 
DeMasi 

Melbourne Mobile Bars: 
Nick 

Magic Universe: Greg 
Franconeri  

Cosentino The Grand 
Illusionist: Paul 
Cosentino 

 

 

The MMF Team 
 

Festival Director        Tim Ellis 

Marketing Team Leader      Tayissa Artomonow 

Operations Manager      Carla Sanchez 

Front Of House Co-ordinator    Carla Sanchez 

Volunteer Co-ordinator      Em Chandler 

Visa Co-ordinator       Carolyne Chandler 

Stage Gala Producer      Nicholas J Johnson 

Close Up Gala Producer     Tim Ellis   

Junior Championships Co-ordinator  Josh Staley 

APRA Liaison        Peter Nguyen 

Webmaster         Nopera Whitley Noknok Design 

2023 Poster Designer      Laura Penwell 

MMF Logo Designer       Elise Martenson 

Book Keeper         Alana Coop 

Media Liaison during MMF     Tim Ellis 

Programme Design       Tim Ellis 

Lighting & Audio       Tom Orchard, Jonathan Chandler,  

            and Harrison Croft 

Board of Advisers       Joshua Cowie, Dave Cairns, Eugene 

            Wong, and Chris Gregory 

 

The MMF Team is constantly changing and we express our unending gratitutde to 

those who have worked with us in the past and will work with us in the future to 

deliver a truly magical experience to the people of Melbourne every winter. 

 

  


