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close on January 20, 2022 

 

MelbourneMagicFestival.com 

488 Swanston St, Melbourne 

Arrow on Swanston 
The Hub for 2022 is once again the incredible Arrow on Swanston St. It is normally used as a conference 

centre but after the success of our 2021 Festival we have adopted it as our new MMF home. 

 

We will be using four spaces:  

The 260 seat Houdini Theatre, which has a raised stage with curtains and wings. 

The 80 seat Cardini Cabaret, a raised stage venue with no curtains, two wings, and a backstage area.  

The 40 seat Slydini Showroom, a Parlour Magic room also ideal for workshops. (This was The Close Up 

Gallery in 2021).  

The 40 seat Close Up Gallery, a Close Up Magic room. (This was The Slydini Showroom in 2021).  

 

Magic Central will return, with a snack bar, sessioning area, magic shop, activities and a great atmosphere.  

There is onsite parking available at $25 a day, but Arrow has kindly offered a special rate of just $15 for 

Producers.  

Arrow has a hotel with a variety of well-priced accommodation, and it has foyers open 24/7 so magicians can 

session 24/7. 

www.MelbourneMagicFestival.com June 27 to July 9, 2022 



FLOOR PLAN 

   

Arrow on Swanston 
  
 When you enter from street level you will be greeted by our MMF Volunteers. 

 They will direct you downstairs where you will enter our foyer area known as MAGIC CENTRAL (not pictured). There 

are also two elevators for easy access. 

 If you are seeing a show in the HOUDINI THEATRE, they will guide you out of Magic Central and into the theatre, 

which is on the same level.  

 If you are seeing a show in the CARDINI CABARET, SLYDINI SHOWROOM or THE CLOSE UP GALLERY, they will 

guide you back up stairs (using the elevator if need be) and along a corridor to the entrance of Cardini Cabaret or 
beyond if you are going to one of the other two rooms. 

 Dressing Rooms are on each level. The Houdini Theatre has a very large room which also has a bathroom (in the 

Volunteer Room). Cardini Cabaret will use Dressing Room 1, while Slydini Showrrom and The Close Up Gallery will 
use Dressing Room 2. Only the Cardini Cabaret has any backstage storage area for props and equipment. 



HUB RULES 
Leave it as you find it (if you use confetti or glitter, clean or vacuum the stage immediately 

after your show as a courtesy to the next performer).  

No entry into the venue out of hours without an MMF FOH staff member admitting you.  

Security take your valuables home (we do our best to secure the venue but do not take any 
responsibility for any lost or stolen items).  

Be on time and ready for bump ins and tech rehearsals.  

Tech Run Sheets must be provided in advance for this venue.  

We do not tolerate or condone any form of discrimination, harassment, sexual harassment 
or bullying in any of our venues.  

No Fire or Smoke anywhere in the Hub.  

Acknowledgement of Country (see FAQ Guide).  

HOUDINI THEATRE 

PROSCENIUM THEATRE VENUE 

This is our largest Hub venue. 

Room size: 370sqm    

Stage size: 5.25m deep x 7.5m wide with central 

steps in front of the stage.  

Backstage space: Limited but easy access.  

Dressing room: 64sqm with plenty of space for 

larger props and storage. 

Full lighting, video projection and sound system 

included. 

Seating: Can be varied to suit your show anywhere 

from 100 to 260 seats. Generally in rows of 20 

across. 

SEATING PLANS 



SEATING PLANS 

THE CLOSE UP GALLERY 

CLOSE UP MAGIC ROOM 

We will provide an appropriate backdrop. BYO table of your choice. 

Room size 7.3m x 6.9m   Seating area 5m x 4m 

Front row: 10 regular seats   Second row: 10 regular seats 

Third row: 10 MMF stools 

Fourth row: 10 MMF stools on 3 MMF risers (2mx1mx30cm each) 

SLYDINI SHOWROOM 

PARLOUR MAGIC VENUE 

We will dress the performance space as a parlour venue. 

Room size: 7.3m x 10m  Seating area: 6m x 4m 

Front row: 11 regular seats    Second row: 12 regular seats 

Third row: 10 regular seats  Fourth row: 7 MMF stools 

Performance space: Up to 3m deep 

CARDINI CABARET 

PLATFORM MAGIC VENUE 

We will dress the performance space as a parlour venue. 

Room size: 8m x 14m    

Stage size: 1.8m deep x 4.8m wide x 340 high . Stage to ceiling 2.7m high 

Backstage space: 3m x 8m (direct access by door) 

First seven rows: 10 or 5 regular seats  (1 extra seat can be added on to any 

four rows bringing the total to 82)   

Back two rows: 18 regular seats on 5 x MMF risers (1m x 2m x 30cm each) 



In Magic 
Central 

 Information Desk 

 Magic Shop 

 Bar at night and snack 

shop during the day 

 Self hosted activities 

like giant Jenga and 

Connect 4 

 Posters of all of the 

MMF shows adorning 

the walls 

 Video clips of different 

shows projected on the 

wall 

 Flyers for all of the MMF 

shows freely available 

 A sessioning table 

where magicians can 

jam or do short 

performances to 

promote their shows 

 Interactive Instagram 

photo opportunities. 

 Blackboard showing the 

day’s schedule 

Aiden Schofield at the Sessioning Table (2021) 

Magic Central 
Magic Central is the foyer of the Arrow Hub. The place where guests 

mingle before and after seeing shows. It opens approximately an hour 

before the first show of the day and closes about 30 minutes after the last 

show ends each night. 

 Video walkthrough of Magic Central 2021 Daytime 

 Video walkthrough of Magic Central 2021 Evening 

 Video walkthrough of all entire Arrow Hub venue 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MelbourneMagicFestival/videos/802921640584352
https://fb.watch/7crvHCSwKE/
https://fb.watch/7crzgvI5Iz/


The Houdini Theatre 
This is our largest venue seating up to 260 guests. In 2021 it was home to 

The MMF Stage Gala Show, MagicSports vs TheatreSports, The 

Quizzical Mr Jeff, The Greatest Magic Show, Mad Magic: A Dirk Darrow 

Investigation, Adults Only Magic Show, and the MMF Awards 

Presentation.  

MERCHANDISE: You are welcome to use Champions 2 as a sales or 

meet and greet area after your show. 

DRESSING ROOM: You will be using the 64sqm Dressing Room as 

your dressing room/storage room. (See FLOOR PLAN) 

 

 

Houdini 
Theatre 

 

260 seats theatre style.  

Raised 5.25m x 7.7m stage with 

curtains and wings.  

Central stairs from the audience to 

the stage. 

 

HIRE FEE INCLUDES:  

AUDIO:  

Basic sound system with powerful 
speakers and one wired mic on a 
stand.  

Please bring your own music 

playback device, and your own 
radio microphones.  

 

LIGHTING: 

Tom Orchard of Zap Lighting will 
install the lighting as per the needs 

of the shows.  

 

VIDEO SUPPORT: 

We have a large permanent 

screen to the side of the stage and 
a quality projector. You need to 

supply a camera, laptop and/or 
vision switcher. 

 

TECH OPERATOR: 

Jonathan Chandler. 

 

TECH RUN of two hours. 

  

MMF Stage Gala Show - Houdini Theatre (2021) 

The Quizzical Mr Jeff - Houdini Theatre (2021) 



Houdini 

Theatre 
To hire the Houdini Theatre 

for a five show season in 

any of these time slots is: 

 $1550 (which is just 

$310 per show) 

 $250 Admin fee ($50 of 

which is refunded when 

you complete the MMF 

survey after the 

Festival) 

 $30 Admin Fee (Which 

includes MMF printing 

and displaying your 

poster in Magic Central 

for the duration of the 

Festival) 

 

Ticket Prices 

In 2021 Ticket prices in the 

Houdini Theatre ranged 

between: 

Child/Concession 

 $20-23 (Daytime) 

 $20-27 (Evening) 

Adult     

 $25-26 (Daytime) 

 $25-33 (Evening) 

Family     

 $78-85 (Daytime) 

 $80-100 (Evening) 

Group of 10+   

 $18-20 (Daytime) 

 $21-25 (Evening) 

 

 

The Greatest Magic Show - Houdini Theatre  (2021)  

Time Slots 
11.00am is ideal for a younger audience, whereas 1.00pm and 3.00pm are perfect 

for older children. 

7.00pm is a great family time and 9.00pm is perfect for a more adult themed show.  

Ideally shows should run 45 to 60 minutes. Only the 3.00pm and the 9.00pm time 

slots allow for up to 90 minute shows. 

We admit the audience 15 minutes before show time, so ideally you should be 

able to set your show up in less than 30 minutes. If it takes longer than that, we 

recommend the 11.00am or the 7.00pm time slots. 

 

Tue June 28 to Sat July 2    Tue July 5 to Sat July 9  

 11.00am to 12.00pm      11.00am to 12.00pm 

 1.00pm to 2.00pm      1.00pm to 2.00pm 

 3.00pm to 4.00pm      3.00pm to 4.00pm 

 7.00pm to 8.00pm      7.00pm to 8.00pm 

 



Cardini Cabaret 
This is our second largest venue seating up to 80 guests. In 2021 it was 

home to Tim Credible’s Family Magic Show, Chris Morant’s Magical 

Circus, Espresso Magic, Illusionaire: Devilish Deceptions, Nick Nickolas, 

and Schrodinger’s Wizard.  

MERCHANDISE: An after-show sales table is available in this venue. 

DRESSING ROOM: You will be using Excellence 1 as the exclusive 

Cardini Cabaret dressing room. (See FLOOR PLAN)   

 

Cardini 
Cabaret 

 

80 seats with two raised back 

rows. 

Platform style stage 1800mm deep 
by 4800mm wide by 330mm high 
stage steps from the audience in 

the centre.  

Two wings and a backstage 
storage area (pictured below). 

 

HIRE FEE INCLUDES:  

AUDIO:  

Basic sound system with good 
speakers.  

Please bring your own music 
playback device, and your own 

radio microphones.  

 

LIGHTING: 

Tom Orchard of Zap Lighting will 
install the lighting as per the needs 
of the shows.  

The backdrop is a programmable 

starcloth. 

 

TECH OPERATOR: 

Tom Orchard. 

 

TECH RUN of one hour. 

  
  

Espresso Magic - Cardini Cabaret (2021) 

Chris Morant’s Magical Circus - Cardini Cabaret (2021) 



Cardini 
Cabaret 

To hire the Cardini Cabaret 

for a five show season in 

any of these time slots is: 

 $850 (daytime which is 

$170 per show) or 

$1050 evening (which is 

$210 per show) 

 $200 Admin fee ($50 of 

which is refunded when 

you complete the MMF 

survey after the 

Festival) 

 $30 Admin Fee (Which 

includes MMF printing 

and displaying your 

poster in Magic Central 

for the duration of the 

Festival) 

 

Ticket Prices 

In 2021 Ticket prices in the 

Cardini Cabaret ranged 

between: 

Child/Concession 

 $20 (Daytime)  

 $16-30 (Evening) 

Adult     

 $26 (Daytime)  

 $25-40 (Evening) 

Family     

 $78 (Daytime)  

 $50-100 (Evening) 

Group of 10+   

 $21 (Daytime)  

 $20-25 (Evening) 

Cardini Theatre set in 2021 with Tim Credible’s mats for children’s seating  

Time Slots 
10.30am is ideal for a younger audience, whereas 12.00pm and 6.00pm are 

perfect for older children. 

6.45pm and 8.00pm are great family times and 9.15pm is perfect for a more adult 

themed show.  

Ideally shows should run 45 to 60 minutes. 6.45pm and 8.00pm are strictly 45 

minute maximum shows. 

We admit the audience 5 to 10 minutes before show time, so ideally you should be 

able to set your show up in less than 30 minutes. If it takes longer than that, we 

recommend the 6.45pm time slot. 

 

Tue June 28 to Sat July 2    Tue July 5 to Sat July 9  

 10.30am to 11.30am      10.30am to 11.30am  

 12.00pm to 1.00pm       12.00pm to 1.00pm  

 2.00pm to 3.00pm       2.00pm to 3.00pm  

 6.45pm to 7.30pm       6.45pm to 7.30pm  

 8.00pm to 8.45pm       8.00pm to 8.45pm  

 9.15pm to 10.15pm       9.15pm to 10.15pm       



Slydini Showroom 
This is a flexible Parlour Magic style venue seating up to 40 guests. In 

2021 it was home to Fables, Moments in Time and The Best of The Magic 

Fest, as well as workshops by Tim Credible and Chris Morant.  

MERCHANDISE: An after show sales table can be set up in the back 

of this room near the entrance.  

DRESSING ROOM: You will be using Excellence 5 as a shared 

dressing room with The Close Up Gallery performers. (See FLOOR 

PLAN)   

 

Slydini 
Showroom 

 

40 seats with two raised back 

rows. 

Parlour Magic style venue with up 
to 3m deep by 7m wide 
performance space. 

 

HIRE FEE INCLUDES:  

LIGHTING: 

Tom Orchard of Zap Lighting will 
install basic lighting as per the 

needs of the shows.  

 

DRESSING: 

MMF will dress the venue in the 
style of a magic parlour. Ideally 
something like Shawn Farquhar’s 

‘Hidden Wonders’ venue (pictured 
below) 

  
  

The Best of The Fest - Slydini Showroom (2021) 

Slydini Showroom seating. The second row is actually where front row will be. 



Slydini 
Showroom 
To hire the Slydini 

Showroom for a five show 

season in any of these time 

slots is: 

 $550 (daytime which is 

$110 per show) or $600 

evening (which is $120 

per show) 

 $150 Admin fee ($50 of 

which is refunded when 

you complete the MMF 

survey after the 

Festival) 

 $30 Admin Fee (Which 

includes MMF printing 

and displaying your 

poster in Magic Central 

for the duration of the 

Festival) 

 

Ticket Prices 

In 2021 Ticket prices in the 

Cardini Cabaret ranged 

between: 

Child/Concession 

 $20 (Daytime)  

 $24-27 (Evening) 

Adult     

 $26 (Daytime)  

 $25-33 (Evening) 

Family     

 $78 (Daytime)  

 $96-100 (Evening) 

Group of 10+   

 $21 (Daytime)  

 $20-24 (Evening) 

Slydini Showroom showing the full size of the venue 

Time Slots 
The daytime timeslots are ideal for workshops, as the area can be cleared to give 

you 80sqm of floor space. 

6.30pm and 7.45pm are great family times and 9.00pm is perfect for a more adult 

themed show.  

Ideally shows should run 45 to 60 minutes. 6.30pm and 7.45pm are strictly 45 

minutes maximum. 

We admit the audience 5 to 10 minutes before show time, so ideally you should be 

able to set your show up in less than 30 minutes. If it takes longer than that, we 

recommend the 6.30pm time slot. 

Tue June 28 to Sat July 2    Tue June 28 to Sat July 2 

 11.30am to 12.30pm      11.30am to 12.30pm 

 1.30pm to 2.30pm       1.30pm to 2.30pm 

 6.30pm to 7.15pm       6.30pm to 7.15pm 

 7.45pm to 8.30pm       7.45pm to 8.30pm 

 9.00pm to 10.00pm       9.00pm to 10.00pm 



The Close Up Gallery 
This is our dedicated Close Up venue seating up to 80 guests. In 2021 it 

was home to Do It Again, Magic School of Confidence Showcase, and 

Losing All My Money in Mexico. In 2022 it will be home to more Close Up 

shows seated at the table rather than Parlour style.  

MERCHANDISE: An after show sales table can be set up outside this 

venue. 

DRESSING ROOM: You will be using Excellence 5 as a shared 

dressing room with Slydini Showroom performers. (See FLOOR PLAN)   

 

The Close 
Up Gallery 

 

40 seats with one raised back row. 

 

BYO Table. 

 

HIRE FEE INCLUDES:  

 

LIGHTING: 

Tom Orchard of Zap Lighting will 
install the lighting as per the needs 
of the shows.  

 

BACKDROP: 

Provide by MMF 

 

PICTURED BELOW: 

Early configurations of seating in 
The Close Up Gallery to give you 

an idea of the size of the room. 

Magic School of Confidence Showcase - Close Up Gallery (2021) 

Chris Morant’s Magical Circus - Cardini Cabaret (2021) 



The  

Close-Up 

Gallery 
To hire the Close Up Gallery 

for a five show season in 

any of these time slots is: 

 $550 (which is $110 per 

show) 

 $150 Admin fee ($50 of 

which is refunded when 

you complete the MMF 

survey after the 

Festival) 

 $30 Admin Fee (Which 

includes MMF printing 

and displaying your 

poster in Magic Central 

for the duration of the 

Festival) 

 

Ticket Prices 

In 2021 Ticket prices in The 

Close Up Gallery ranged 

between: 

Child/Concession 

 $20 (Evening) 

Adult     

 $25-30 (Evening) 

Family     

 $54-75 (Evening) 

Group of 10+   

 $13-20 (Evening) 

 

 

Students of The Magic School of Confidence after their show (2021) 

Time Slots 
6.45pm and 8.00pm are great family times and 9.30pm is perfect for a more adult 

themed show.  

Ideally shows should run 45 to 60 minutes. 6.45pm is strictly 45 minutes 

maximum. 

We admit the audience 5 to 10 minutes before show time, so ideally you should be 

able to set your show up in less than 30 minutes. If it takes longer than that, we 

recommend the 6.45pm time slot. 

Tue June 28 to Sat July 2    Tue July 5 to Sat July 9 

 6.45pm to 7.30pm       6.45pm to 7.30pm 

 8.00pm to 9.00pm       8.00pm to 9.00pm 

 9.30pm to 10.30pm       9.30pm to 10.30pm 

   

 



Daily Hub 
Schedule 2022 

 

T 

The timeslots listed below are for five show seasons from 

Tue June 28 to Sat July 2 or Tue July 5 to Sat July 9. Some 

are one hour timeslots, others are 45 minutes. Some have 

one hour turnarounds, others just 30 minutes, so choose 

your preferred time slot with that information in mind. 

If you only want to do one performance, you can team up 

with other producers and share a five show season. 

Houdini Theatre 
 11.00am to 12.00pm 

 1.00pm to 2.00pm 

 3.00pm to 4.00pm 

 7.00pm to 8.00pm 

 9.00pm to 10.00pm 

Cardini Cabaret 
 10.30am to 11.30am 

 12.00pm to 1.00pm 

 2.00pm to 3.00pm 

 6.45pm to 7.30pm 

 8.00pm to 8.45pm 

 9.15pm to 10.15pm  

Slydini Showroom 
 11.30am to 12.30pm 

 1.30pm to 2.30pm 

 6.30pm to 7.15pm 

 7.45pm to 8.30pm 

 9.00pm to 10.00pm 

The Close Up Gallery 
 6.45pm to 7.30pm 

 8.00pm to 9.00pm 

 9.30pm to 10.30pm 

 Tim Credible in the Cardini Cabaret (2021) 



EASY ACCESS 

   

How to get to Arrow on Swanston 
  
 Onsite parking (and the Arrow Loading Bay) is available and easily accessed through Cardigan Terrace. 

 For a full guide of street parking and parking stations near Arrow CLICK HERE 

 The following transport lines have routes that pass near Arrow On Swanston 

 Bus: 200, 207, 220, 251, 302, 350, 546, 605 

 Train: ALAMEIN, BELGRAVE, CRANBOURNE, HURSTBRIDGE, LILYDALE, MERNDA, PAKENHAM, SUNBURY 

 Tram: 1, 16, 3-3A, 67, 72 

https://en.parkopedia.com.au/parking/hotel/arrow-on-swanston/?arriving=202108071600&leaving=202108071800
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/200/200370/5277878/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/207/314569/5462992/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/220/374237/4063407/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/251/314579/4287822/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/302/19912400/4317328/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/350/314597/4287840/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/546/772448/4513541/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/605/598093/2377924/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/ALAMEIN/421791/1454659/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/BELGRAVE/421795/1454667/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/CRANBOURNE/421801/1454679/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/HURSTBRIDGE/421804/1454684/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/LILYDALE/421796/1454669/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/MERNDA/769847/4868862/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/PAKENHAM/421798/1454673/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/SUNBURY/421793/1454663/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/1/200716/1080811/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/16/394675/1328629/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/3_3A/18658423/4274632/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/67/200731/972538/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908
https://moovitapp.com/melbourne-2803/lines/72/200733/4274600/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=efsite&customerId=4908

